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Census Field Test Layout

The New Mexico Assessment of Science Readiness (NM-ASR) census field test will be administered on 

the computer, using the same iTester platform as the previous Science SBA test. Universal tools,

accessibility features, and accommodations will be included to provide access for a broad range of 

diverse student needs. Spanish forms, paper-based forms, large print forms, and Braille forms will also 

be available.   

NM-ASR Grades 5 and 8 NM-ASR Grade 11 
Session 1 

14 items 

~45 min 

Session 2 

14 items 

~45 min 

Session 1 

17 items 

~55 min 

Session 2 

17 items 

~55 min 

Testing Details 

➢ All eligible students in grades 5, 8, and 11 must take the NM-ASR in spring 2020 as required by the
PED's waiver from US Department of Education: https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/
assessment-3/nmasr/

• This is not an optional field test
➢ The administration window for NM-ASR is March 2-27, 2020.

➢ The NM-ASR will be given as a field test, meaning data will be gathered on how the items on the test

perform, but students will not receive individual scores or score reports for the test.
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At each grade students will have 2 back-to-back sessions as shown:
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➢ In order to test the performance of many items or test questions, each student will be assigned only
one of several different forms.

➢ While each form is unique some items will overlap, all items are aligned to the performance

expectations (standards) in the New Mexico STEM Ready! Science Standards, and on each form

students will respond to questions about physical sciences, life sciences, and earth and space

sciences. The specific performance expectations tested on each form will differ, however.

▪ All standards from grades 3, 4, and 5, except 5-SS-1 NM, are eligible to be field tested on the

grade 5 test.

▪ All standards in the middle school grade band (6-8), including MS-ESS3-3 NM, are eligible to

be field tested on the grade 8 test.

▪ All standards in the high school grade band (9-12), except HS-LS2-7 NM and HS-SS-1 NM, are

eligible to be field tested on the grade 11 test.

▪ Because of the nature of the new science standards, all items will require students to use

multiple dimensions of the standards to answer. The three dimensions are the disciplinary

core ideas (i.e., content or “what students know”); the science and engineering practices

(i.e., the inquiry skills and understandings or “what students do”); and the crosscutting

concepts (i.e., the themes that unify science concepts or “how students think”).

Item Types 

Three different item types are included on the NM-ASR: 

1. Clusters

2. Machine scored 2 point items (MS-2)

3. Open ended short response items (OE)

Descriptions and examples of each item type are provided on the following pages. 
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➢ Clusters: Clusters are a set of 4 items all associated with an introductory passage, or
“stimulus ” worth a total of 6 points.

▪ The stimulus typically contains both text and graphics such as diagrams, tables, or graphs.

An example of a cluster from the grade 5 practice test is below.
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▪ Two of the items in the cluster are machine-scored items worth 1 point each. These items

may be multiple-choice, multi-select, or technology-enhanced items (e.g., drag-and-drop,

hot spot, drop-down selections).

MS-1 cluster item, grade 5 practice test 

▪ The other two items in the cluster are machine-scored items worth 2 points each. These

items have two parts, with Part a worth 1 point and Part b also worth 1 point. Each part of

the item may be presented as multiple-choice, multi-select, or technology-enhanced (e.g.,

drag-and-drop, hot spot, drop-down selections).

MS-2 cluster item, grade 5 practice test 
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➢ MS-2 Items: MS-2 items are standalone, or individual, machine-scored items.

▪ As in the cluster, the standalone MS-2 items are worth 2 points and have two parts, with

Part a worth 1 point and Part b also worth 1 point. Each part of the item may be presented

as multiple-choice, multi-select, or technology-enhanced (e.g., drag-and-drop, hot spot,

drop-down selections).

MS-2 item, grade 8 practice test 
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➢ OE Items: OE, or open-ended, items are standalone items that require students to provide a written

response to a prompt or question.

▪ The prompt or question may be a single prompt, or more typically, the item will be written

with multiple, scaffolded parts for students to answer.

▪ The items are worth 4 points each and are hand-scored for 4, 3, 2, 1, or 0 points by trained

scorers using a rubric and scoring notes.

OE item, grade 11 practice test 

Practice Tests 

A practice test for each grade (5, 8, 11) is available 24/7 and can be accessed at 

https://newmexico.onlinehelp.cognia.org/practice-tests/ 

Currently the practice tests are single-session tests with 2 clusters, 2-3 MS-2 items, and 1 OE item per 

grade. In January 2020, the practice tests will be expanded to include more items of each type.  




