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Family Interpretation Guide
A Parent’s or Guardian’s Guide to the 2021 Spring NM-MSSA  
Math, ELA, and SLA Student Report

The Interpretation Guide can be used by parents or guardians to clarify the 
different sections found on the Student Report.

 The following explains page 1 of the Student Report.

Test Information

The test information 
includes the testing 
year and content of 
the assessment data 
on the report.

Identifying 
Information

The identifying 
information includes 
the student’s name, 
SSID number, and 
birthdate. The 
language and grade 
in which the test 
was taken are also 
included. This section 
ends with the student’s 
district and school 
information.

Scale Score

The scale score shows the student’s level of 
achievement in accordance with the knowledge 
and skills necessary at their grade level and in 
the reported content area, as aligned with the 
New Mexico Academic Standards.

Students receive a numerical scale score that 
falls within a set range and indicates one of 
three performance levels: On Target, Near 
Target, or Needs Support. The performance 
level received by the student is explained in 
relation to grade-level mastery.

Letter from the New Mexico 
Assessment Bureau

The letter from the New Mexico 
Assessment Bureau introduces 
this year’s student report.
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Legend

The legend explains the visual cue 
next to each reporting category 
and helps identify the level of 
achievement reached by the student.

Reporting Categories

The reporting 
categories for NM-MSSA  
are based on the 
clusters of standards 
found in the New 
Mexico Common 
Core State Standards. 
This section provides 
the student’s level 
of achievement 
within each reporting 
category: Above 
Standard, At/Near 
Standard, or Below 
Standard. This section 
then explains the 
skills assessed in each 
reporting category.

NOTE: Writing and 
Language will not have 
reporting categories 
this year.

Content Area

The heading identifies 
the content area 
explained on this page.

Parent Resources

This section contains resources 
that provide additional support for 
parents/guardians to help improve 
student skills in the content area.
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The following explains page 2 of the Student Report.


