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Agenda
• Introduction – Julie DiBona, Lead Program Manager, Cognia
• PED welcome – Alicia Abney, Deputy Director of Assessment, 

NM PED
• Assessment Literacy – Gregory Howell, Client Services 

Director, Cognia
• iMSSA Item Analysis Report – Gregory Howell, Client 

Services Director, Cognia



Before we begin…

• Please remain on mute.
• Camera use is encouraged.
• The meeting is being recorded.
• Both the presentation and the 

recording will be shared. 











Knowledge is Opportunity

Cognia is a global nonprofit that has the knowledge to help 
schools improve outcomes for all learners.
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Our Vision
To impact and inspire education providers to 
advance and enable pathways for success 

for all learners.

Our Mission
To serve as a trusted partner in advancing 

learning.



Assessment 
Literacy
How do interim assessments fit into a 
Balanced Assessment System



Assessment Literacy Webinar 
Series 

Increasing Assessment Literacy: A Springboard for New 
Mexico Educators 

Assessment Literacy for Leadership: Exploring how to 
Support Teachers with the NM Balanced Assessment 

System 

Using Equity Mindset and Culturally Responsive 
Practices to Ensure Every Student’s Success 



Assessment Literate Educators…
• Implement assessments equitably 

making appropriate 
modifications based on student 
need.

• Use assessments to define next 
steps for student growth.

• Analyze the results of 
assessments given their 
knowledge of students, and make 
instructional adjustments based 
on those results.

National Task Force on Assessment Education for Teachers - 2016



Assessment helps…

Educators
• Identify students’ skills, abilities, and instructional needs.
• Employ a variety of assessments that are appropriate for the 

students and learning targets.
Students
• Understand their own instructional strengths and challenges.
• Be motivated to maintain or improve their learning.



Balanced Assessment System



Combining formative, interim, & summative assessments 
leads to a more balanced system for educators and learners
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Interim Assessment: Purpose and use



Use assessment 
data to support 
strategic thinking 
and continuous 
improvement 
planning.



Establishing an Academic Baseline
• As students reenter New Mexico schools this fall, they 

will arrive with varying degrees of emotional needs, 
instructional needs, and learning needs.
• It is more imperative than ever that multiple 

measures of student understanding are utilized to 
identify needs and monitor supports and interventions 
for students.
• Schools must employ a toolkit of resources and supports 

to elicit student thinking, identify learning needs and 
misconceptions, and measure progress in relation to 
priority standards and learning targets.



Interim Assessments as Acceleration 
Supports
Interim Assessments should…
• provide information about student learning needs.
• help identify students in need of additional support. 
•more broadly inform areas of strength, improvement, 

and trends in student performance, informing 
instructional shifts.



Interim Assessments
Interim assessments provide a roadmap to 
rigorous teaching and learning, and measure 
student progress while there is still time to act and 
impact student achievement. 



Interim Assessment: Definition
Assessments administered during instruction 
periodically at set points of the year (BOY, MOY, 
EOY) to evaluate students’ knowledge and skills 
relative to a specific set of academic goals, which 
inform educator and policymaker decisions at the 
classroom, school, and district levels.



iMSSA Item 
Analysis Report
How to utilize the iMSSA data to make 
instructional decisions



iMSSA Item Analysis Report
•Currently in Excel Spreadsheet form
•Multiple Tabs for easy access to specific grade 

levels and content area
•Organized with CCSS, Learning Targets, DOK
•Data Dictionary Tab
•Currently located in the District FTP site
•Future updates in Data Interaction

















Overall Summary Student Achievement Statement
Reading
Language Usage
Mathematics Your child's mathematics score is in the Near Target Level, may need targeted instructional support to progress towards college and career readiness.

Reading Detailed Results Score Achievement Level Projection Level
Reading
Literary Text
Informational Text
Comprehension
Analysis and Interpretation
Lexile

Language Usage Detailed Results Score Achievement Level Projection Level
Language Usage
Expository Writing Analysis
English Language Conventions
Argument Writing Analysis

Mathematics Detailed Results Score Achievement Level Projection Level
Mathematics 745 Near Target Somewhat Likely
Geometry Above
Problem Solving At/Near
Reasoning and Argument At/Near
Modeling Below
Structure and Repeated Reasoning Below
Ratios & Proportional Relationships At/Near
The Number System Below
Expressions & Equations At/Near
Statistics & Probability Below
Quantile 820Q

Student one, First org
State Student ID: 123546789 District Name: Cyber City-999 School Name: Cyber City Sch1-998
Date of Birth: 01/02/1993 Student Grade: Grade 07

Drill To Selection: 

Individual Student Report:  iMSSA, Cyber City-999, 2020-2021, Beginning, Grade 07
Students whose Last Name is Student one, First Name is First org



iMSSA Item Analysis Report

Switch to Live Report



Reflective Next Steps

*How do we connect this to out PLC process?  
*How do we involve students in the process, so they are informed 
of their specific needs?
*What are other ways we could make this data meaningful in 
improving teaching and learning?



Assessment Literacy Webinar 
Series 

Increasing Assessment Literacy: A 
Springboard for New Mexico Educators 

PART A

September 16
October 6

November 4
Increasing Assessment Literacy: A 

Springboard for New Mexico Educators 
PART B

September 23
October 13

November 18
Assessment Literacy for Leadership: Exploring 

how to Support Teachers with the NM 
Balanced Assessment System 

September 15
October 5

November 17

Using Equity Mindset and Culturally 
Responsive Practices to Ensure Every 

Student’s Success 

September 8
October 21

November 23



Questions?



Thank you 

Cognia is a global nonprofit that has 
the knowledge to help schools 

improve outcomes for all learners.


